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CHESS IN BRENTWOOD

A Search for its Roots

No-one currently playing chess at the Brentwood Chess Club could

remember whether there had been a Club before the war. The written

records of the Club go back to 1947 and some of the early entries refer

to a Ted Newton who had once been Chairman. He retired from the Club

a few years ago on health grounds but, on contacting him, he thought he

could remember a pre-war Club.
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~ Further light was thrown on this era when the Essex Chess

Association records revealed that Brentwood Chess Club had won the

local league in 1933. Then coincidentally an elderly aCQuaintance,

Howard Earl, died leaving me his Chess Library. He had been playing

chess in Essex for over sixty years and had been Secretary, first of

the Hornchurch Chess Cl~h (now sadly defunct) and then of the Upminster

Chess Club. His books comprehensively recorded the history of chess

in Essex going back to 1920.

The Brentwood Chess Club had been founded in 1921 and had begun

to play competitively in 1924. However, that wasn't the end of the
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story. A visit to the Brentwood Library and its local history shelves

produced the Wilson & Whitworth's 1906 Brentwood and Warley Almanack

Directory (after the store of that name). A "Brentwood and Warley

Draughtsand Chess Club" had been formed in 1905 with !'theobject of

encouraging Draughts and Chess". It met on a Thursday night at the

Recreation Hall - which used to stand at the end of the High Street

(numbers 126 - 136) - just down the hill past Westbury Road. They

must have been a competitive club as they had two match captains. A

later publication - Dutton's Essex Almanac - revealed that the Club

was still going strong in 1915 but now it was m~eting at the

Recreation Institute - at 116 High Street - long since demolished when

Kings Road was widened. Presumably the First World War then swallowed

up the Club - only for it to rise again as the Brentwood Chess Club in

1921.




